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It is a true honour to present International Review of Law’s special issue on Sovereign Wealth
Funds. It is intended to enhance dialogue internationally towards the complex legal issues
surrounding the highly valuable and sometimes politically sensitive investments made by
state bodies with the purpose of guaranteeing a secure return for future generations.
Advancing education and discourse on sovereign wealth fund law both assists the funds in
their approach to self-regulation and the need for transparency, and avoids misunderstandings
by lawmakers of the intentions of funds that can prevent mutually beneficial investments in
international companies.1 As a bilingual legal publication that seeks to overcome cultural,
language and national barriers, International Review of Law was uniquely placed to host a
subject of this nature.
At the sixth annual meeting of the International Forum of Sovereign Wealth Funds meeting in
Doha, Qatar in November 2014, representatives of the world’s major sovereign wealth funds
committed to the Santiago Principles, sought ways to further their transparency and compliance
with local laws.2 Also being based in Qatar, this special issue is well-timed to follow up from its
findings. We are delighted with the results herein, following the inclusion of some of the world’s
most respected authors in this field. With these articles being freely available online, it is hoped
that the research of these distinguished and thoughtful authors will go far towards improving
scholarship and practice on this subject.
To achieve all of this, we are highly grateful for the works of our Guest Editor, Professor Joel
Slawotsky, who has gone to every length to ensure the successful completion of this issue.
We are also grateful to our publishers, Bloomsbury Qatar Foundation Journals/QScience.com,
whose diligence and attention always exceeds our expectations. We vastly appreciate the
continual support we have received from our university management, and particularly Qatar
University’s President, Professor Sheikha Abdulla Al-Misnad, as well as the vision of the College
of Law under our Dean, Dr. Mohammed Al-Khulaifi. Finally we would like to thank the wisdom
of His Highness the Emir, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, whose vision has
enabled our journal to continue to achieve its research agenda.
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1On these issues see further, George Kratsas and Jon Truby, Regulating Sovereign Wealth Funds to Avoid
Investment Protectionism, 1 J. FIN. REG., 1–40 (2015).
2See Santiago Principles: 15 Case Studies, available at http://www.ifswf.org/pst/SantiagoP15CaseStudies1.pdf.
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